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On Dec. 29, the Argentine Senate voted 38 to 7 in favor of a bill endorsing constitutional reforms
which, among other things, would allow President Carlos Menem and subsequent presidents to run
for a second consecutive term in office. The Chamber of Deputies had approved the bill Dec. 22 in a
188 to 53 vote. A two-thirds majority in each house was required for approval of the measure.
The new legislation, which in essence provides legal authorization for constitutional reforms,
fulfilled the last requirement for Menem to convoke elections for a constituent assembly next year.
Menem, whose Justicialista Party (Peronist) controls a strong majority in the Chamber of Deputies
but not in the Senate, achieved the two-thirds majority in both houses by means of an agreement
reached in December 1993 with Raul Alfonsin, leader of the Radical Civic Union Party (Union Civica
Radical, UCR) and former president of Argentina
Menem has announced that he will convoke elections in March for a constituent assembly which
will draft the new constitution. Although the assembly will face heavy pressure to adopt the
Menem-Alfonsin agreement in its entirety, it will technically be free to draft the constitution on
its own. Menem was so confident of eventual congressional approval of the constitutional reform
proposal that on Dec. 13 he formally announced his candidacy for the Peronist nomination in the
1995 elections. Menem subsequently announced that, although limited to two consecutive terms
(presidential terms in office were reduced from six to four years under the new legislation), he plans
to seek a third term in 2003. "I am not Methuselah, but I will wait four years and then I'll run again,"
he told reporters from the daily La Nacion newspaper.
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